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Food S8ituation in Lithuania

The availability of food to the population during the 1951-52 comswmption
yaarl/ will be bolow presar but conditlons will not be criticsl. This estimate
i® based on the asswsption that the ususl proportion of the harvest will be
avallable to the pop :lation and that no artificial famine will be ereated by
abnoraally large smounts of agricultural products allocated by the government
to stockpiles or export.

Production of the baslc foodstuils, grain and potatoes, for 1951 wes below
prewar while livestock prodacts are undoubtedly still in short supply due to war-
time losses and the ususl stresses of the recent éoll:«:c:t.ivisnuan. The per capita
production af grain for 1951 iz estimated to be 342 kilograms which is only 62
percent of preﬁarg/ but im 110 percent of 1950. This reduction of grain availability
in comparison .t,o' prewar is not so seriocus when it is realized that s pood portion
of prowar grain production was consumed in the form of livestoek products which
have baen of decreasing importance in the postwar diet.

The reports of food shortases and possible starvation from the Lithuanian
viewpoint probably reflect a dscresse in avallability of livesteck products such
as msat, butier, ey/s, and milk and on the immésing importance of such staples
a5 grain gnd potatoes in the diet.

Although hizh consunplion of livestock products makes for a well balenced diet
and ususlly indicates a high standard of living the Soviets have probably adepted
the usual policy of reducing the Lithuanian diet to the Russisn level, e.y. predomi-

nantly grain and potatoes.
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With the peasant population ninety percent ecollectivized the Soviet policy of
taking a greater proportion of foodstuffs away from‘the pfcducers can i:e expected
40 become more forceful. The stresses and strains of impiementing this‘ policf will
give ri#e to pessimistic reports and make it more difficult to evaiuate the actual

situation,
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